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they shook hands

.and .then




editorial/opinion

forum

The conflict of last Friday proved to be a
learning experience for everyone involved.

The confrontation of the thirteenth involved
at least four factions relating to the school; the
students and faculty, David Pence himself, the
administration, and the school board.

The first two factions obviously were acting
on their own behalf and be-
having exactly as they felt.
The trouble is that the final
decision was not in their hands.

. = U Principal Curtis Johnson
pOSI tlon S was put in a very precarious
position on this issue. He not
only had to gauge the feelings

points of view.

‘Holman's “Heroes$

of students and faculty members, but also had to
deal with the wishes of the school board and the
district administration. A job, we might add,
that would try anyone's patience.

This was complicated even more by the fact
that the student-faculty positions were not mono-
lithic, but rather fragmented. There were indeed

mini-courses can teach.

to evaluate the mini-course program.

BLUEPRINT

STUDENT FORUM

We commend Johnson on his actions this past
week. We hope he will not surrender his respon-
sibility for students to outside pressures.

people just as adament about keeping Pence out BLUEPRINT
as there were people fighting to hear him speak . - ;
Keeping this in mind, we wonder if it was even ‘
necessary for the board to involve itself, even FORUM
though it does make a good campaign topic.
The controversy among the inhabitants of this .
school is a rather healthy situation, and can con- coslinged
ceivably be one of the most important lessons the
: -

Another benefit is that students, teachers, and

administrators are finally sitting down together .
We hope page

they will come up with a reasonable set of guide-
lines that will leave mini-courses open for all three

council

After three years of listening
to the whirupers of a drowning
student cJjuncil plagued by in-
competance, inefficiancy and
total irrelevance to the student
Student Council is on the way
out,

The question of incompetance
has been dragged through the
mud so many times that it doesn’t
bear repeating. Student Council’s
inefficiancy was admirably
proved by Blueprint with the
exposure of senior Bruce John-
son, alias the representative
from room 248,

But how about its total ir-
relevance to the student popu-
lous? Well, this questioncan quite
easily be answered by proposing
another question that I would
like to throw at the advocates
of Student Council to choke on,

What is the purpose of Stu~
dent Council and has our Student
Council met this purpose with
any degree of success?

Generally, I think not,

With lack of both interest and
efficiancy, the Student Council

by Jeff Holman

THE REAL DRUG PROBLEM

¢We are gathered here to discuss
the problem of Drugs and Young People,’*
said the chairman of the concerned cit-
izens group. ‘‘But first, we will break
for some coffee and apple pie,’”

The concerned citizens of the com~
munity flocked to the tables in the
basement of the church for their bev-
erage and polite conversation,

¢Nothing like a good cup of coffee,
eh, Martha??’ said Wilfred Bumper, a
middle-aged accountant,

“If you don’t like mine, you can
just head for the hills,”” she com-
plained.

Business executive Stumbly Turn-
block, smoking an extra-long ciga-
rette, wandered over with his wi. 3,

¢’ve heard this drug problem i
really getting serious in the high
schools,” remarked Stumbly Turn-
block. ¢I just don’t know where the
kids get those ideas. . .”’

¢Well,”” said Wilfred Bumper,
¢“They certainly don’t get them in
our homes, Bet that the communists
have something to do with it.*’

¢The only thing worse than an addict
is a pusher,’’ remarked Stumbly con-
fidently. ‘“Would you like acigarette???

Mrs. Turnblock sobbed. “Ithinkii's
just terrible, Our babies -- taking

drugs off the black market, It just
gets me so upset.’’

¢You poor dear,’’ remarked Mrs,
Bumper, her hands figiting through
her small black purse, ‘“Take one of
these, They’re faster, more effective
than aspirin,”?

¢Oh really, I’ll have to try some,”?

‘Thank you,”’ Mrs. Turnblock re-
plied. ¢But I’'ve got my own, My
sister got them for me from afriend,
They give you such a lift, . .”

‘“Be my guest,’” said Mrs. Turn-
block, ¢“I can always get some more,”’

A small bottle of little yellow pills
discreetly exchanged hands.

¢¢Have you heard what’s getting into
the high schools lately??’ guerried Mr,
Turnblock, lighting his third cigarette,
¢¢Marijuana’’

“NO!"

“Yes. The weed.””

¢I’ve heard that
strange things to you. It takes hold of
your consciousness. It makes you see
wierd shapes and sounds,” said Mr,
Turnblock,

¢Can’t we go home and watch tele-
vision??’ pleaded Mrs. Bumper, tryingto
change the subject.

¢And not only that -- it leads to

marijuana does

anti-social behavior,’’ Turnblock
- continued, lighting his fifth cigarette,
“Why, I could killthose commies,”’

Mr,

Bumper said, his collar wet
with rage,

Mrs. Turnblock.- became more and
more upset, ‘‘I’ve just been sowor ied
about Andy lately,’’ she confessed,
‘‘He decided to grow his hair long,
They said at school that’s the way
it starts--the next think you know your
boy is on heroin.

¢yYou got to nip the problem in the
bud,” growled Mr. Bumper. “Bring

him back

into reality before the

commies and the hippies get him.”’
The sudden sound of a gavel pounded
through the meeting room,

¢Now that we’ve had our refresh-

ments,

let’s get back to our dis-

cussion of Drugs and Youth,’’ declared
the chairman,
The Bumper and Turnblocks walked
back to their seats.
¢You want to go out for a couple
of beers when this is over??’ whisper-
ed Mr, Bumper,
¢sounds good to me,’” Mr, Turn-
block answered,

doomed ?

is left with just an over abun-
dance of dreams,

The present Student Council,
as I see it, is like a man run-
ning in place - he tries hard,
but he just doesn’t get anywhere.

Scott Nelson, senior

intramural
sports

Sitting quietly in its slot,
amidst the roar of the highly
efficient and prestigous winter
sports, operation, is the intra=-
mural basketball program, This
program was set up by Coach
Bob Erdman in an effort to let
some of us non-varsity players
get together and play basketball
on the days VarSity has games,
Oddly enough, most of theseboys
like to play basketball just for
fun, Many coaches feel that
these ¢‘fine boys’’ should quit
wasting their time every Friday
and get into the decent sports
program, mainly theirs. There
is ridiculous pressure applied to
get these fine athletes back into
the ‘¢groove.”” _

It seems to me that a school
that has developed some of the
top athletic teams in the state,
could make room for a program
such as this,

The intramural program has
peen fouled and deserves a free-
throw., ¢What s’a matter ref,
swallow your whistle?”’

_Dave Paulus,
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by Mark Johnson

Blueprint Editorial Editor

‘a guy named spiro’

Neil Simon’s latest Broadway smash ¢Oh! Capitol Hilll?’
opened last night much to the delight of this reviewer and our
sophisticated New York theatre-goers,

Of course Mr, Simon had a lot of help in helping to make
this fun-packed musical based on President Nixon’s first State
of the Union Address a rousing success.

The music by Burt Bacharach is flawless and the lyrics by
Tennessee Williams skillfully capture all of the extravagance
and the sheer zeal of the Nixon administration. Edyth Head’s
costumes are a work of inspiration and Jerome Robbins’ dance
numbers are brilliantly choreographed.

But the greatest thing about ¢Oh! Capitol Hill!” is Elia
Kazan’s masterful direction, It most assuredly marks a trium-
phant return to Broadway for the skilled director. Kazan
has once again proven himself a director of extraordinary
talent and his latest production certainly compares favorably
with his earlier “Streetcar Named Desire,”’

But the show’s greatest asset is the cast. Steve Lawrence
and Eydie Gorme are destined to be the toast of Broadway from
their boisterous performances in the lead roles of Dick and
Pat Nixon, Their songs ‘“Asia on my Mind?’ and ‘‘Caucus with
Me?? are lilting highlights of this season.

Red Buttons, as Spiro Agnew, turns in a solid and touching
performance as a simple home-town boy who is cruelly and
reluctantly thrust into the political forefront by forces he nei-
ther comprehends nor understands, He plays his role with great
depth and with a sheer mastery of his art. He moves the audi=-
ence from tears with his heart-rendering song, ‘A Guy Named
Spiro,”” to uproariouslaughter in his rollicking number, ‘You’ve
Got to Belt a Hippie or Two,”’

However, the show -stealing honors go hands down to Kate
Smith as Jackie Onassis in her big number, ‘What Would the
World be Like Without Jackie??’ She is ably assisted by Akim
Tamiroff as Lyndon Johnson,

¢:Oh! Capitol Hilll?’ is also enriched by a marvelous suppor=-
ting cast. The Gabor Sisters are brilliant as the Chicago Seven,
Doodles Weaver portrays Ronald Reagan with gusto and Shirley
Temple breathes life into her simple walk-on as Mao Tse-Tung.
The Three Stooges are excellantly cast as the Joint Chiefs of
Staff in their Broadway debut,

Nipsey Russel plays the Negro person.

Unfortunately, Robert Goulet seems slightly miscast in the
role of Lester Maddox. He seems uncomfortable and his only
song, ‘‘Great Day in Dixie,’’ falls flat,

One cannot help but feela tingle runup the spine in the smashing
finale ‘“ABM Bossa Nova,”’ It is an unforgettable theatre ex-
perience to see Johnny Weissmuller as U-Thant and a topless
U.N, General Assembly in a brilliantly choreographed closing.

All-in-all, “Oh! Capitol Hill!”’ is a swinging evening in the
theatre that leaves the audience breathless,

Meanwhile, this reviewer anxiously anticipater Simon ana

Kazan’s next production ‘‘Hack!?” It is a musical comedy based
on the history of the cough drop and it promises to delight all
those who thrilled to ¢“Oh! Capitol Hill!*?

Coming soon . . . our new home

FirsT FEDERAL

Chartered and Supervised by the United States Government

HOME OFFICE
CORNER OF THRIFT—CEDAR AT FIFTH
OPEN DAILY 9 TO 4, MONDAYS ‘TIL 7:30
PARK FREE AT OUR NEW 5th ST. LOT
— 224-5821

——PERSONAL - COMMENTARY

BLUEPRINT

Friday, March 20, 1970

Page 3

Reality gives way
to faulty images

by Grant Blank

Beware of times when reality
gives way to images, and the
images are irredeemibly bad.

Last Friday, David Pence
socialist, came to speak at Ram~-
sey and, before he left, a con-
siderable part of the school hud
been disrupted, I don’t mean to
imply that Pence did this all
on his own. Pence himself is only
one facet of the whole situation.

Pence’s image of the admini-
stration was expressed in a state-
ment printed in the last issue
of ¢Blueprint.?”” ‘“A person with
a socialist position is systema-
tically kept out of school. That’s
the reason I’m not allowed. That
position threatens the principal
of the school.” In other words,
he saw himself as being unjustly
repressed for his political views,

FORUM

holman’s
conspiracy

I am a waitress in a local
¢family’® restaurant and I fell
that Holman’s Heroes, ‘“The Res~
taurant Conspiracy,” in the
March 13 Blueprint, deserves a
word from the other side of the
table.

Here are a few customer cour=
tesies which would make waiting
on a table more pleasant:

1. Sit at a table ready for

customers, )Give the busboy
a chance)

2, Read the menu before tell-
ing the waitress you are

ready to order,

3. Make up your mind; don’t
change the order “a few
times,”’

4, Answer the waitress’ quest-
ions, ie, - ““Would you enjoy
coffee now sir? ... WOULD
YOU ENJOY COFFEE NOW
SIR?¢? ., . .

5. Consider the poor busboy;
leave the table as decent as
posible.

Remember most of all that
waitresses are also human and
a kind word or smile works
wonders,

Mary Pat Damon
senior

Savings & Loan Association of St. Pezzil

at the “Corner of Thrift!"
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First Federal pays you the 7
HIGHEST INTEREST RATES
authorized by law!

The whole situation requires
that the actions of both sides and
their reasons for action be taken
into account,

As the basis for their actions,
each sidedeveloped its own image
of the opposing side, and these
images, in effect, ruled the sit-
uation; they controlled the re-
actions and statements of beth
sides and, in the end, controlled
the final solution, .

The administrations’ image of
Pence is equally bad, He is seen
as a clever person who is mani-
pulating students for his own
destructive purposes, In other
words, he is pictured as a dia-
bolical rabble-rouser,

Balancing these images was the
self-image of each side, The two
sides saw themselves as the
epitome of virtue--they werede-:
fending the rights of young op-
pressed students or they were
fighting for reason and scholar-
ship against ‘anarchy.’

My point is this: As the sit-
uation became more and more
polarized, each side was convined
it was the virtuous side while
the other side was out to get
repress or destroy it.

The result was a lack of calm-
ness and understanding that was
evident on both sides. Both sides

quickly stereotyped their opposi-
tion and no one was able tounder-
stand the position of the other
side.

The consequenses of such an
attitude are obvious: There was
a lot of irate rage, anger and
disruption before both sides rea-
lized, paradoxically, that if they
spoke softer, they would be heard
better.

What happened was that each
side reacted against what it saw,
as a threat to its power - the
administration to the power of its
authority in the school and Pence
to the disruptive power of ‘the
students? (or at least some stu-
dents).

Fortunately the conflict didn’t
escalate to the point where one
side tried to use its power, The
administration didn’t call in the
police and Pence didn’t lead the
students out to smash up the
building,

Facing such a controversial,
pressurized issue demands ade-
tached insight and kowledge. It
is only a slight oversimplification
to say that both sides panicked
when they found that they lacked
necessary skills and discipline
to operate under the pressure.
And each ran to their own pres-
sure group to try to get their
story in first,
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TWO VIEWS OF LAST FRIDAY

Pence

‘Blatant censorship’

Navid Pence denies that he disrupted Ramsey High School

. Friday,

‘The person who has disrupted the functioning of the school
na; been the principal, and not me,?’ said Pence in an in-
terview Tuesday night,

Pence pointed out that over 50 students had voted to have
him return to Ramsey., He believes that principal Curtis
Johnson was guilty of ¢‘blatant censorship’’ in cancelling the
course,

“I came because I don’t believe a principal ever has the
right to stop students from learning, even though he is per-
sonally opposed to what is being taught,’” Pence explained.

Pence said he thought it was important for the many stu-
dents and teachers who wanted the class to continue, that the
princiral not be allowed to make an “arbitrary decision,”?

¢] thought it was important to meet with those students
directly affected by the decision,’ said Pence, ¢I wanted to
meet with those students who were in the hallway, many of
whom disagreed with me,”’

Pence denies charges that he came to propagandize and
co-erce students of Ramsey. He believes that most teachers
.and textbooks tfeach a particular point of view, which he
defines as ‘liberal capitalism,’” Pence says he came to
teach a socialist point of view.

¢I did not come tc impose my understanding of the world
on Ramsey students,’’ said Pence, pointing out that mini-
course attendance was voluntary,

¢I want them to understand socialism, I don’t think the way
to that is to ecoerce people.”

What was ¢‘blatant censorship’? last Friday has now become
‘‘bureaucratic censorship,’” commented Pence. He believes
the administration is employing ¢delay tactics?’ designed to
prevent him from speaking, :

To resolve the question of his speaking at Ramsey, Pence
recommends an open meeting with students, faculty, admini-
stration, and parents ‘to decide what they want Ramsey to
be.??

If his course was approved, he would encourage parents to
attend all sessions,

¢Schools should be places where parents and Students can
learn,”’ Pence said.

Johnson

'He wanted attention’

‘I suppose he was after attention,’” said Principal Curtis
Johnson, referring to Pence’s visit last Friday,

“He’d been called. We told him there was no room for him,
but he came anyway, Then when Iheard he was coming anyway,
I had a committee here of students and faculty ready to talk
and discuss with him, but he refused, He said it was his
prerogative to speak if he wanted to.*’

Johnson does not feel that Pence’s views are necessarily
inappropriate to the school, but he feels such presentations
must be structured within the school’s educational format,

‘The school is for educating. If something has a different
purpose we have no opening for it,

“Evaluating tim would be like evaluating a teacher in
Edina. I don’t know him. I’ve never heard him speak, I
couldn’t say whether it would be educational or not.”?

Johnson said that the presentation would be much more
educational if Pence were balanced by a speaker of a differ-
ent viewpoint,

Johnson feels that guidelines should be set up for future
mini-courses., Meetings were held Monday and Tuesday after
school between Johnson and representatives from the faculty
and students to determine if controversial mini-courses should
have certain rules applied to them,

Johnson believes that such coursese should submit a general
outline of their purpose and content, They would have to be
held in an educational setting, If they had no educational func-
tion, and no benefit for the students, they would not be held.

He also suggested that course outlines for controversial
courses should be mimeographed and sent home to parents,
The parents would have to give permission for their children
to attend the course,

“This is no different from the permission students have to
get to ride busses to games, Today we talk about a gener-
ation gap, This system would give students an opportunity
to open communications with their parents,?”

Johnson is not sure how Pence’s future courses will be
held, or whether they will be held at all,

He said that the course will not be held until after this
Friday, however, Johnson hopes to postpone it until a de-
finite decision is made on how his future speeches will be
handled,

He has had no contact with Pence and does not know what the
radical intends to do,*

David Pence questions the authority of the Ramsey administration.

RETURN OF THE RADICAL

David Pence back

for open

by Karen Jarvis

David Pence said that he would come back last
Friday to teach the second session of his rad-
icalism mini-course. And he did come back.

At about 12:35 Pence walked into the high
school office. Principal Curtis Johnson, who had
cancelled Friday’s session, had scheduled a
closed meeting with Pence and three students
to discuss the future of the Pence course,

Johnson met Pence at the door,

“I’m David Pence,’’ said the radical. They
shook hands,

“Come into my office and talk,’” Johnson
ordered.

‘“The meeting has to be open,’’ Pence replied.
He said that he wanted to talk to all factions of
the school, especially the ‘‘greasers.?”’

Johnson became more adamant, At one point
he grabbed Pence’s hand and pointed down at
him,

“Would you please take your hand off me,’’
Pence asked,

Curtis Johnson, social studies teacher, asked
Pence to join the closed meeting also.

Beyond the window of the high school office,
David Erler told a group of about 50 students
and teachers to go to room 244, Some of them
wore ‘‘Pence’’ name tags.

The principal threatened Pence with the tres-
passing law,

“If you won’t come in and talk reasonably
with us, I’ll have to call the police. You know
you’re trespassing on public property, don’t
you???

‘‘Go ahead, ”’ Pence countered, his hands
shaking. “I’m not afraid of your trespassing
laws, I’ve had to deal with them before.””

‘‘Please, Mr, Pence, why don’t you sit down
and talk to us? We’re not accomplishing any~
thing here by arguing. Please sit down and
we will talk,” requested Dennis Christenson,
co-ordinator of Secondary School Services,

Johnson yelled at Pence, ‘‘Come into my of-
fice and talk,”’

Pence gave a defiant ¢“No,”?

Pence asked where students were and was
told that they were waiting in room 244,

“I’m going to Room 244 for an open meeting,
If you want to talk you can come up there,
Mr, Johnson,”?
for an open meeting, ann
for an open meeting, and told the students

In room 244, Pence explained he was there
for an open meeting, and told the students
they were ‘‘brave’’ for being there,

The principal came in a few minutes after
Pence,

‘Schools detach you from reality,’” Pence
went on. ‘‘You don’t learn anything anything
in school that helps you meet the needs out-
side of school. When you are young you learn
how to do certain things, You learn how to
put on your boots, You learn how to.,.”

““Please, please, ’’ Johnson cried, putting
his arms in front of Pence to protect the
students,  ¢‘Please be careful,”’

“Okay, defacate,” laughed Pence. ‘‘Anyway,

meeting

real language brings learning into real life,”’

““You do this for attention, don’t you? I've
seen it done fefore,’’ said Johnson,

“No, I don’t, sir. It’s for me to say you are
wrong. You are wrong about education. You
are wrong about schooling, You are wrong
about children, and you are wrong about tea-
chers,?”?

Johnson stormed out of the room,

¢“Why don’t you stay and talk like a man??’
Pence called,

“I’m sor.y the remarks I made were person-
al. The problem with schools is not with
Curtis Johnson or people like him, It is with
the relationship that is built up in schools.
The reason I talked that way was because I
wanted to whow him how he makes students
shake,?’ said Pence.

Pence snickered, ‘“O,K., I won’t use obscene
words like kill, war, and hate anymore,”’

Christenson and Johnson said that there had
been many phone calls from parents complain-
ing about Pence’s language, David Erler
suggested that a group of students and Pence
talk at at PTA meeting. ¢‘We should invite
the parents to one of Pence’s courses,?’ Erler
added.

When the bell rang at the end of 5th hour,
students dispersed. Pence had had his open
meeting with students, and now he was willing

to meet in the quiet of Johnson’s office with
Christenson, Johnson, and four students,

“It is profitable to work within a structure,
The Miini-Course is a possible format through
which you can work?”, reiteratted Christenson,

Johnson, his voice cracking and his eyes
watering, told Pence, ‘“I resent very much some
of the accusations you made. For the past
35 years I have sincerely tried to help students,
you can check my record, Excuse me, but
I have to leave to answer a personal phone
call.”

“l feel sor.y for Mr. Johnson,”’ remarked
Pence,

Christenson replied,, That’s irrelevant,’

“No. . . I mean genuinely sorry,*’ Pence
continued.

““Those students who don’t like the langauge
can leave,’? retorted Pence.

Pence finally declared that his language was
not important, and that he was willing to change
ite

Johnson walked in and sat down behind his
desk., ¢‘We have to present the other point of
view,”” he said. ‘‘You should be objective in
these sessions,?””

Pence said he did not believe in objectivity,
but thought it would be fine if anybody else
wanted to come and speak on a Thursday or
Monday.

They conferred for a few more minutes and
Pence gave Johnson his telephone number, John~
son promised he would phone Pence Wednesday
to let him know about scheduling the course, He
took a look at his calendar,

The principal got up from his desk smiling,
“Thank you for coming,’’ he said,

Pence stood and said ‘“Thank you very much,’’

And then they shook hands,



 Behind Closed Doors

The cancellation of the radicalism mini-course
is challenged in the high school office

photographs by Jeff Holman

Zap!

¢“Come into my of-
fice and talk,’’ John-
son ordered;

Kapow!

Pence refused, insis-
sisting that the meet-
ing be open.,

Schazam!

Dennis Christiansen,
co-ordinator of sec-
ondary school ser-
vices, conferred with
Pence,

Blop!

All efforts to reach
agreement failed,
Christiansen seemed
resigned to the fact,
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BP REFERENDUM

Admistration asks
course guidelines.

If the mini-course program is to continue, a set
of guidelines will have to be adopfed, Principal
Curtis Johnson has said.

Students, teachers, and administrators met Mon-
day and Tuesday after school to work out guidelines.
In order to attend the meetings, BLUEPRINT agreed
not to quote any statements made by faculty or ad-
ministration.

As the meeting ended, students were instructed to
propose a set of guidelines that could place the mini-

course on an "educationally sound" basis.
The following are guidelines drawn up by students

who attended the meeting. They are intended to ap-
ply to all mini-courses.

Student Proposed Guidelines

I. No language will be used that is offensive to
community standards.

2. Speaker's presentation will not physically en-
danger students.

3. Parents are invited to attend all mini-course
programs.

4. Speaker must allow at least 10 minutes at the
end of his talk for questions or discussion by those
who attended the course.

5. Attendance will be completely voluntary for
all courses and sessions.

6. Admission to mini-courses will be by ticket
only. This applies to all persons who may attend
a course.

7. If a parent does not wish his child to attend a
particular course, he may contact the school and
his wishes.will be obeyed.

8. A committee of three students, two teachers,
and one administrator will evaluate speaker accord-
ing to these guidelines after each session, or at
other agreed upon times.

9. All prospective speakers must submit an outline
of material and methods to be used. - The committee

will notify speaker of his acceptance within one
week after the outline is submitted, if the commit-
tee determines that the outline meets guidelines.
10. If after any session the committee majority
finds that the speaker has violated these guidelines,
he will be informed of what corrections must be
made for his next presentation. If the committee
finds that the guidelines have been violated for
that presentation, the course will be cancelled.

STUDENT REFERENDUM

Please circle "approve" or "disapprove" for
the following question. Cut out and return to
BLUEPRINT, room 240, before next Wednesday.

| (approve, disapprove ) of the mini-course
guidelines as published in BLUEPRINT,

Other comments




KALLSEN: ONE SHOULD BE

A person

first,

teacher last

Education today is going through a
revolution,

Not only are curriculums changing, but
also the stresses in teacher educationand
teacher-student relationships are chang-
ing.

Miss Barbara Kallsen, who teaches
English here, says there is now a greater
question of how to make education as
meaning ful as possible to the students,

“Teachers have to make education re-
levant to students, They have toknow what
is going on in the students’ world. In col-
lege, teachers’ teachers talk about ed-
ucating the whole student.’”’ stated Miss
Kallsen,

She attended the University of Minnesota
in Minneapolis and majored in English
education,

“Teachers have toknow something about
their students as individuals, This is be=
cause situations and problems that rise
may differ depending on the student in-
volved, Misbehavior in a class maybe re-
lated to some outside problem such as
parent or family troubles at home, If a
teacher knows this she may handle it.

‘A student who sleeps through a class
could be working too many hours at his
job or is simply bored to death, A tea-

;.‘vher should find out where his problem
ies,

“Teachers are limited by both class
time and the number of students theyhave
in a class when trying to give a student
individual attention,’’ Miss Kallsen stated,

She feels teachers should give as much
of their time to students as possible,
They also have to be able toget away from
their work,

“One of my teachers once said that
a teacher has to be a person first and a
teacher second.

«If I go home at night and feel like
gding to a movie, even though I may have
600 papers piled up waiting to be read
and corrected, I think it is better to go
to the movie.

“Like everyone else, teachers need a
They might be a ‘better teacher because
of it, $

“They have had a chance to relax and
may at the same time may have gotten
some new insight to bring back to class,

¢Ateacher must know her limits, You
can’t let yourself become so involved that
you never have a chance to relax, How-
ever, this may differ with individual
teachers,

“It is important for a teacher to care
about the kids they teach,”’

Students grade teachers

“The wall between teachers and stud-
ents is beginning to deteriorate. . .,
barriers are being broken down and tea-
chers are really trying to understand
the students, believes Andi DeWahl, soph-
omore,

Andi and other Ramsey students were
asked for their opinion on teacher in-
volvement with and concern for the student,

“Most teachers aren’t willing to stay
after,”” Andi said, ‘“‘they don’tfeelthey’re
obligated to and so they won’t, But then
there are some teachers who really go
all out, It depends a lot on the teacher,
seme really try, some don’t and some
don’t know how,*”

Vaughn Harrison, senior, “From my
limited experience I woould say that tea=
chers realiy are trying to get involved.
They are keeping everything flexiable, . .

they don’t stick within the confines of
the cours, which I think is really relevent
today.””

Vaughn continued to say, ¢“The students
interests are changing, and the teachers
are adjusting to it, There are some tea-
chers that are really dedicated, and there
some that are just in it for the buck-
their dedication dies soon; but there
really is basically no difference between
the teachers I know here and those in
Africa,”

Lorinda Wilson, sophomore, believes
that classes shouls be divided for fact
and slow students, ‘“Then,” she cont-
inued, ‘the slow kids who need individual
help should get the teachers that get more
involved with kids,” Teachers involve-
ment, she believes, really depends a lot
on the teacher,

Lorinda also said that she believes-
most teachers have ¢‘pets?’ who they are
much more willing to help.

] think the young teachers are usually
more involved, at the same time it really
depends on the individual teacher,”? said
Steve Judge, junior, Steve believes that
since every teacher is an individual there
is no way you can evaluate them as a
group,

Linda Toenjer, junior, said, ‘“Teachers
won’t change unless students ask questions
and demand changes,”’

She believes that teachers have to e=-
valuate themselves and their method of
teaching to be able to present relevant
material and keep in touch with the
students,

COLONIAL SCHOOLS
They did not believe in spoiling the child by sparing the rod

Johnson

reveals

Changing trends

Dr, Dale Johnson, Assistant Superin-
tenent believes that education in general
is going through a phase of great change,

“There is a shift from traditional
methods of instruction to more student
involvement, I think this is the most cen=+
tral change in recent years, Learning is
a process that students and teachers have
to co-participate in,

“The skills the student has to develop
are ones of knowing where to get the data
and information and how to use it.”

Dr, Johnson feels that the attitudes of
the teachers towards changes ineducation
have been ‘‘excellant,’’

¢They were acrucial element in change,

particularly in our district, We have had
a program for three years where any
staff member who has an idea can sub=-
mit it for consideration, The first year
of the program we got 18 proposals for
various improvements, Last year we re-
ceived 41, and this year we were over=
whelmed by 54 such proposals,” Of these
54, Dr, Johnson says that 48 will go
before the school board for acceptance,

“Teachers will assume a different but
crucial role in coming years,”” he con=
tinued, ¢They will be acting more as
diagnosticians and educational experts as
opposed to their traditional fact-giving
role.”
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Teachers evaluate their profession

by Grant Blank

With the coming of greater teacher activism
at Ramsey, especially the ‘withholding’ of extra~
cirricular activities last fall, faculty attitudes
toward different facets of Alexander Ramsey
have become more and more important in the
school.

In an attempt to explore these attitudes seven
Ramsey teachers agreed to air their views to
Blueprint, The participants were Lars Over=
skie, the football coach and phy Ed instructor,
Earl Ireland, math teacher, Ted Johnson, social
studies teacher, Kathleen Detjen, German tea-
cher, Mike Hanily, English teacher, Ted Mol-
iter, Chemistry teacher and Minnesota teacher
of The Year, and Curtis Johnson, Chairman
of the Social Studies Deepartment.

The exerpts were picked because they were
either representative of what the rest of the
teachers in the interview were thinking or
because they seemed to represent unusual points
of view, at least in this group.

But remember in the final analysis, the
quotes are only personal opinions and are only
representative of the faculty, as a whole, in so
far as the teachers making them are members of
and participants in the faculty, Also remember
that these opinions were given under relatively
unusual circumstances, in a taped interview that
would be printed--this might have had a strong
effect on which opinions where presented and
how they were presented.

The interview opened with adiscussion of fac=
ulty attitudes toward the community beginning
with the effects of the withholding action last
fall,

Ireland:. . .it seems as though the only thing
the public has become upset about is salaries., .
When curriculum is an issue the average cit~
izen simply doesn’t (become involved).

C, Johnson: I think, (since last fall) the com=
munity sees teachers as a more valuble com=-
modity . . .not as a public servant who will
do its bidding but as a professional who is em=
plyed to carry out certain services on a con-
tractual basis,

Hanily: When we consider- the perspecitive
that the general public has on the teachers, It
is basically what they remember as a student
20-30 years ago. . . .We are in the process
of redefining the role of the teacher and I think
some of the confusion that we see resulting is
(because of the difference between), . .their
perspective on out role and our perspective on
our role

We really don’t understand one another, If
you say- (to parents) ’independent study’, ’mod=

ular scheduling’, ’self-derection’, Idon’t think
they understand, They weren’t educated in the
same atmosphere,

Ireland: Certainly the emphasis is going to
have to change, in the past we’ve taught a lot
of facts in the school and at that time it was all
right, facts weren’tdoubling very fast, Now there
doubling every seven yeats.

What implication does this have for us? We
have to teach students how tolearnontheir own,
how to learn individually, We just can’t teach
enough facts to take care of this student through-
out his lifetime,

Moliter; I think what we are doing is em-
phasing process--the way of getting knowledge,
People are going to have to get knowledge by
themselves, out of school and I think we’re
trying to teach this, . . .I see where we’re
groping to emphasize this for a while and we’re
eventually going to swing back.

Hanily: How consistant is this approach? Is
it condievable that a student could go from pro-
cess learning (in one class) back intothe middle
ages of learning, . .in his next class?

(There were scattered nods and comments of
“Yes’” and ‘‘Certainly, of course’’ from most of
the rest of the teachers, Butthey also seemed to
agree with C, Johnson when he said, It seems to
me that at least the intent is present in almost
all classes,” Detjen, Ireland, and Moliter also
gave examples of ‘process learning’ in German,
Math, and Chemistry respectively,)

Blank: How do you think most of the students
feel about this new type of learning=-do you
think they really prefer it?

Ireland: I think you will have as many opinions
as there are students. But it is how students
will have to learn 10 years from now,

C. Johnson; Students like old forms, . . .
They are most secure in old forms, They may
ask for process learning but when process
learning comes and it’s difficult they would like to
return to the more secure form where the
teachers tells them what to do.

A school has to reflect the society that the
student is going to have to live in and today
people are asked to work together, . . .so it
seems to me we have to talk about study with
small groups where students can learn to inter=-
act bring together ideas and to come to some
sort of a group conclusion.

T. Johnson The idea 57 working togetherasa
group is important, nowever, individual in=
struction fits in, . .so that a person learns
how to be actual functioning member of agroup.
Right now a lot of students just sit there and
don’t contribute,

Blank: How are these changes reflected in
the rules and regulations that govern students
here at Ramsey?

Moliter: Are we talkingabout rules that govern

a students physical behavior or his mental be=
havior? I think that without question you have
to control physical behavior when you have
1800 people in one building 8 hours a day,
9 months a year,

Mental behavior I think is: a little different.
In some cases there may have been attempts
to control mental behavior but I think the trend
is to less control--to more free thinking, There
is an attempt to control physical behavior
within our school but a lot of people confuse
this issue, They say, you’re controlling us here
in the hassles to keep the halls clean, O.K,
we are, But we’re not controlling how these
people think and that’s important,

C, Johnson: I think there is more free thinking
now, (In the social studies now)...we ask students
to make a judgement, a tentative judgement that
seems valid for this time (until some thing else
comes about this seems like a good rule of thumb
seems valid for this time, Until something else
comes about this seems like a good rule of thumb
to follow, (This is what project SocialStudies.. .
tries to do.)

Hanily: What percent of the student body would
you say is involved in this approach?

C, Johnson: Ultimately it seems to me all
of them must be,

Hanily: But what percent is now?

T, Johnson 1 tenth grade class, 4 eleventh,
and 3 twefth,

(note; to the nearest significant figure this is
about 20% of 1700 students)

Blank: What are your feelings toward district
and school administration in general? How do
they affect the faculty?

Moliter: This district is one of the best in
terms of change, I think they’re more receptive
to change and they have many more experiments
(in progress). . .here than any other district I
know. I can’t really see how they could do
much more.

Overskie; I think now the faculty has more of
a voice in things that are going on than we did,

C. Johnson; Yes, and I think we’re going to
have more than we have now...they are starting
to listen to us,

Blank: Do you feel the administration is
listening to students as it is listening to you?

Overskie; I think students are getting what they
want, If they want something they usually get it,

Moliter; If students really want something
and they really push for it I’m sure the admin-
istration will give it to them, You see often
only a small part of the whole student body is
really behind something and maybe another part
of the student body. . .is opposed, ..This makes
it very hard to tell what students really want, I
think the administration has done a good job of
(determining), . .what students really want and
neged,
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MUSICIANS COMPARED
Perfection prerequisite for contests

by Andi DeWahl

What contest is more important than the
State Basketball tournament, more exciting
than the State Hockey tourney? The state music
contest, of course,

Senior Patrice Guston, president of the choir,
says ‘You get a chance to see what other
schools are doing and to compare our choir
with theirs,’” She added,I get a little nervous,
but it’s a good experience. You can learn a
lot about yourself,?’

Another choir member, junior Ed Vivian
contends that the contests are ¢‘a challenge.”?
Ed is doing a solo.

A member of violin choir, sophomore Cathy
Barnett described her feelings toward the con-
test., ‘“This is the highlight of the whole year.
You are showing the other school how good
you are, It’s really cool,”?

The district contest for band will be April 16
at Ramsey. The Concert Band is playing Fes-
tive Overture by Denitri Shostakovich, and also
Preludium and Fugue by Girolamo Frescobaldi.
The Varsity Band is playing Overture in BFlat
by Caesar Giovanini,

Most sophomores participating in the contest
are a little apprehensive. Oboist Nancy Ha=-
komaki, part of a woodwind ensemble says,
¢It’s fun, I think it’s an exciting challenge.

reas

We set the scene,
the choice is yours.

New Soft

Boots from

Exclusive Italian import of supple finely
grained leather. A boot for all seasons
—all occasions. In black or brown. A
$19.95

Worthmore Shoe.

Every style on open display.

FLORSHEIM

SHOE SHOP

109 ROSEDALE SHOPPING CENTER

9:30-9:30 Mon,- Fri,

636-1391

Diner’s Club Card
Am, Express Card

I'm petrefied the night before, bat it’s not so
bad once you get there,?”’

Trumpet soloist Bill Webb remarked, ‘Per-
forming gives one a challenge, It’s something
to aim for, and if I don’t make it this year, at
least I’'ve tried. I t also gives one a chance
to compare myself with somebody else. I
don’t know how good I am, so this is a chance
to find myself,”’? 3

Jane Burt plays the French Horn in the
same ensemble, and thinks ¢It’s kind of fun,
It’s just a contest, but I am scared,” :

“It builds my ego,” stated senior Rita
Christianson flatly, I play for the fun of it,*”
Rita is playing a tuba solo.

Advantages in participating in contests says
Peterson, are that ¢you are playing for qua-
lified judges who know the details of technique
and articulation, and you bave to prepare
differently than you would for aregular concert.
You have to be very specific,”’

Under Peterson’s direction, the orchestra
has made it to the state contest every year
and gotten a trophy five times. =

Band director Rabert E, Hallquist feels that
the value of these music contests is in the
solos and ensembles because the students must
work on perfecting and performing,

Books due

All materials must be returned
to the library by April 30, ¢“We
need student co-operation inget-
ting the materials in,*’ said Miss
Hokanson, Ramsey’s librarian,
“May 1 we will start to pack,
since by June 5 everything must
be out of the library,”’

¢“We are sorry that the library
must close so soon, butdue tothe
construction, it has to close,”
concluded Miss Holkanson,

ypﬁhofb by bob christiansen
Sue Mackenzie challenges Maria Callas.

Register now at

ROSEDALE

to win the formal
of your choice!

Our selection has never been more
exciting! Printed voiles—evening
culottes —baby doll puff sleeves—
unusual new colors. And, you'll
have your choice! Simply come in
to register at our Rosedale store
now through March 28th. A free
gift to all who do!
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Old habits...

die hard

photos by fred wolf



The wood department is acquiring an electric brake for the table saw thanks

to Steve Hanson. The brake works by running a’DC current through the AC motor
on the table saw thereby freezing the motor.

Students create

photos by fred wolf

Di Westphal, senior, is sewing a maxi coat. She

Cary Larson has developed hisown
strain of fruit flies with slanted eyes.

sews because it is too expensive to buy the quality

clothes she likes.

)

Coast To Coast
w Har Mar Mall

Phone: 631-2633

ARE YOU READY FOR SPRING?
WE ARE--See Us for All Your Spring Atheletic
Needs--Golf-Tennis-Baseball-Fishing-plus a

Complete Bicycle Parts Supply--ALL PRICED
RIGHT.

Bob Kennedy decided that two speakers for his stereo aren't enough.
He's building two more. The speakers are duplicates of his original two.



PASSES

Studied, compromised, and reformed

by Kathy Haggerty

Many students at Ramsey seem
to be dissatisfied with the present
pass system, The Student Council
and the faculty have formed com-
mittees that will begin a study
of preferable systems,

Just under way, the Student
Welfare Committee has begun an
analysis of Ramsey’s pink~-pass
system, Pat McGuiggan, senior,
returned from an exchange visit
to Stillwater with some valuable
observations,

At stillwater Pat found that
very few passes were even used,
The students, he said, just were
not allowed to go anywhere, im=-
plying that maybe we are fairly
well off at Ramsey.

Merlin Clerx, an artteacher at
Ramsey, worked as a member of
the faculty committee and made a
careful study of Fridley’s honor
pass system, At Fridley, Clerx
discovered, the students apply for
an honor pass by providing the
signitures of two teachers who
will recommend them for the
pass,

“, . Jit’s like a con-
tract, I think it makes
them feel obligated.”

All don’t apply, he said, but
many do and Clerx feels those
who do ¢“feel committed to go
along with the rules - it’s like
a contract, I think it makes them
feel obligated.’”” And, he men-
tioned, the threat of having it
taken away for an offense im-

proves their attitude toward
school rules in general,

The honor pass allows the stu=
dent, at Fridley, to go to any of
the approved areas, such as the
library, rather than his study.

“, . .the student is
more of less guilty
right away. . .”’

Also working under the faculty
committee, William White, an
English teacher at Ramsey, went
to Osseo High School for a look
at their system, also based on
the honor pass,

Five of White’s IDS students
originally brought back the idea
after a visit with Paul Ramseth,
a teacher at Osseo and a former
teacher at Ramsey.,

‘1 think that most
of the kids would
really change if we
got the honor system.
They need people
to trust them, . .”’

He feels that now, under our
pink pass system, ¢‘the studentis
more or less guilty right away;
the teacher assumes he won’t be
able to do it (car.y vut the task),
so he gives him a pass which
will indicate when and where he
is leaving, when and where he
arrives and when and where he

returns,”’

Gary Bruno, senior, one of
those who visited Osseo, said
“I think that most of the kids
would really change if we got
the honor system, They need
people to trust them, and if you
give them a chance, they would
really prove that they could take
care of their pass,?”’

1 think it would
be sorae kind of an
irnprovesent it’s
n-uch more reascn-
able.”’

The system at Fridley, White
observed, provides every student
with a pass at the beginning of
the year., White feels that this is
the main advantage to the system,

I think it would be some kind
of an improvement - it’s much
more reasonable,”” summed up
White,
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VICA wins 1st
in state contest

The Alexander Ramsey chapter of Vica returned
from the Annual State Leadership Conference with
seven new trophies. Vica stands for the Vocational
Industrial Clubs of America, and is closely tied to
the Trades and Industries program, T&I is designed
to fulfill a need often missed by normal highschool
classes by giving the student on-the-job experience.

The Conference was held for students through-
out the state, though most of the students attending
were from the St. Paul-Minneapolis area. Over

1,000 students spent the weekend of Feb, 27 through

March 1 at the St. Paul Hilton participating in the
Conference activitiew,

Taking a first in the state competition for Parlim-
entary Procedure was a group composed of seniors
Lynn Carson, Judy Meyer, Stephanie Johnson, Patty
Piehl, Sandy Piehl, Kathy Jeppesen, Wayne Schober
and junior, Tim Higgins, For winning a first place
this group will be able to go to St. Loouis, Missouri
for the National Vica convention, June 21-24,

The same group of students which won the trophy

for Parlimentary Procedure also won a second place
for their Opening and Closing Ceremonies,
Other winners of trophies were: Gregg Morrisette,
second place in Trade Mathematics, Kim Swanson,
second place in Verbal Communication, Wanda Saa-
bye, second place in Student Job Manual, Patty Piehl,
third place in Student Job Manual, and Mary Huisingh,
third place in Extemporaneous Verbal Communi-
cations.
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TASTY HOBO'S
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SPRING
SPORTS

BASEBALL and SOFTBALL
Bats Gloves Shoes
Full Uniforms
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For All Your Spring and Summer Fun.
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¢ THUR 26th Mystic Evolution
H FRI 27th CLOSED
SAT 28th Marauders

Sc00ecscc0ssecssos,

e Regulor Admission - $2.00 @ |5 ninutes East

® Mystics Admission - $2.50 3 on Highway 36 @
$0000000000000000000000000000 ©

JUNIOR Mics

An  Angel?
In

Jr.Miss
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at the high waistline

and all around the hem,
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trimmed in White,

5 to 15.
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entertainment

The faces of Jane Fonda and Michael Sarrazin reflect the fatigue of the

marathon dancers in "They Shoot Horses, Don't They?"

‘They Shoot Horses, Don’t
They??? is a good movie,

That’s a simple and direct
statement about a simple and dir-
ect film, It is a straight forward
film that thankfully doesn’t beat
around the bush with a lot of
pretentious film metaphors and
symbols,

True, director Sidney Pollack
draws parallels between depres-
sion life and the dance floor and
occasionally indulges in a bit of
foreshadowing but by-and-large
“‘Horses®’ avoids the pitfalls of
pretentious symbolism,

Instead, “Horses” is a blunt
recounting of the brutal dance
marathons of the thirties.

Dancing constantly, except for
brief rest periods, the contes-
tants plodded and trudged around
a cramped dance floor until they
either quit orcollapsed. The dan-
cers lifelessly hung on one an-
other like wet shirts on wire
coat hangers,

Enthusiasm was drummed into
listless crowds by obnoxious em-
cees with emotional and patri-
otic prattle,

f rour fove i For reai

give her o genuine

< amond Purchase price
ded for cay

94 E. Tth— Am. Nat'l Bank Bldg.

———movie review

‘Horses’ recreates marathons

~ Love Me"oc!y
Going Steady
DIAMONDS

E %95

ince 1907

Self Piercing
Earring Trainers

OPEN MON. & THURS. EVE.

94 E. Tth St.

by Mark Johnson

Skillfully Pollack captures all
of these qualities, From the peel~
ing paint to the roller-skated
bouncers to the sleeping drunks
in the audience, the old marathons
are painstakingly recreated.

Occasionally, the productionis
marred by annoying and dead=-
ening flashbacks and a few weak
performances,

Jane Fonda certainly doesn’t
merit an academy award for her
performance and Michael
Sarrazin is much too bland for

‘his part.

On the other hand, Gig Young
is nothing less than brilliant in
the role of the alcoholic two-
faced emcee, He is ruthless and
calloused and still tempered with
compassion, He is a thoroughly
believable character.
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‘Inherit the Wind’ spring production

Ghosts of today
haunt yesterday

by Craig Eckert

¢sHe that troubleth his own

house, Shall inherit the wind.”’
-Proverbs 11:29

If that hypothesis holds true,
the cast and director of the last
Ramsey dramatic escapade may
find themselves of the receiv-
ing end of a little breeze,

Director Mike Hanily is ap-
plying some contemporary ideas
to the original script and pro=-
duction notes to form a message
which Hanily calls ¢Relevent to
what’s happening today,*’

The setting is a small town
by the name of Hillboro, the
«,..buckle of the bible belt,”’
where a young school teacher
named Bertram Cates is being
tried for teaching his class about
evolution,

The script, written by Jerome
Lawence and Robert E, Lee, is
based on the famous Scopes Mon-
key trial of 1925, where Scopes,
a biology teacher, was tried for
teaching evolution.

During the original trial, two
greats in the field of law were
called in; three time presiden-

But the real ¢‘stars?’ of “They
Shoot Horses’’ are not the actors
but rather the meticulous detail
and the period atmosphere that
the director has been so careful
to preserve,

“They Shoot Horses, Don’t
They??? is a straight-forward
production that successfully re-
creates the mood of the depres=-
sion,

‘Credence’ solid rock

Credence Clearwater Revival
has once again come up with
some good rock on their latest
album, ¢Willie and the Poor
Boys?”’,

Unlike some groups who spend
days in the recording studio for
just one song, Credence Clear-
water doesn’t waste time in the
studio figuring out arrangements
and fooling around with gimm-
icks, Everything is thought out
beforehand.
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by Debbie Bell

This fact is evident on ‘Willie
and the Poor Boys?’, just as on
the Revival’s other albums. The
songs are all generally short,
the longest one being six and a
half minutes.

After some of the never ending
drum solos of other groups, which
are often good but can be equally
boring, Credence’s style is quite
refereshing. This just goes to
show that there is nothing like
good rock.

«Down on the Corner” and
«Fortunate Son’? are two of the
best songs on the album. Along
with the constant drumbeat and
blending of the guitars, John
Fogerty’s harsh, sandpaper voice
adds guts to the songs.

Fogerty also plays lead guitar
well, showing his talent espec-
ially on ‘‘Side O¢ the Road’’,
an instrumental, He doesn’t spend
much time with solos or fancy
riffs, but on this track he gets
into it a little more.
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tial candidate William Jennings
Bryan for the prosecution and
Clarence Darrow for the defense.

“Inherit the Wind*’ follows
much the same pattern with two
imaginary legal heroes; Mathew
Harrison Brady (Bryan) and
Henry Drummond (Darrow),

Brady, played by Pat Mc-
guiggan, senior, is a pious, Bible
quoting fundamentalist with an af-
finity for the simplistic, Drum=-
mond portrayed by Mark John-
son, senior, is a wise eracking
agnostic, who is looked upon
with little elso but contempt by
the Hillsboro population.

The production scheme in-
cludes projections, films, and
other multi-media techniques.
They will possibly include pic-
tures of the Chicago Seven trial,
which Hanily parallels to the
Cates trial,

¢ hope the apathy of people
will be challenged so they don’t
think it was something that hap-
pened back in 1927.?? commented
Hanily.

Generally the production
shapes up to be quite a contrast
from the fall production,
¢Dracula,’
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