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PHOTO Dave Erler

M.S.U. members ponder new tactics, at Saturday meeting.

Ramsey M.S.U. seen faltering,
in ‘worse shape than last year’

by Walter Hard
Blueprint Staff Writer

Ramsey’s chapter of the MSU
‘Minnesota Student Union)is now
in “worse shape than it was at
:he end of last year,” according
to junior Dave Erler.

Dave is. a member of the
Union, formed last year with the
stated purpose of protecting
students rights and giving the
students a larger share in for-
mulating school policies.

Juniors Jon Cook and Karen
Jarvis, also members, indicated
that this year’s MSU is con-
siderably weaker thanlast year.

At a recent MSU meeting in
Minneapolis, Dave commented
that many members were just
“getting tired of it.” Lastyear,
he added, the weekly Saturday
meetings drew up to 150 people,
but last week’s was attended by
only about 15 union members
from the Twin City area.

The Ramsey MSU has held one
meeting so far this year, at-
tended by about eight of the
more active members. Dave
says that Ramsey has about
50 Union members in all.
Statewide, he estimates about
2000 members.

Despite the slowdown in Union
activity, Dave says that, “We
expect it to build up during the
year. Right now we’re looking
for an issue to take up.”

Last year, MSU’s biggest is-
sue concerned several students
who were accused of smoking
in the lavatories, but were re-
fused permission to confront
their accusers. MSU handed
out pamphlets and sponsoredan
open meeting between involved
students and school adminis-
trators.

Dave feels that the smoking
issue was not handled as well
as it could have been. “We
were looking for anissue then,”
he explains, “and we kind of
lost our heads over it.”

MSU remained quiet earlier
this year during the student
walkouts because, according to

Dave, they felt that action on
their part might cause a split
among the students lessening
the walkout’s effectiveness.

“A walkout like that could
have been pretty effective,”
Dave says, but he feels it was
badly organized and not well
planned.

MSU had also considered
handing out leaflets on Sept-
ember 30, the morning of the

Junior Achievement lyceum be-
cause JA is connected with a
company that manufacturers
Vietnam weapons, but decided
not to.

Right now, MSU is looking for
issues and conflicts to become
involved in. Their tactics and
actions will depend on just what
issue they decide to become in-
volved in.

MSU will be involved in the
Vietnam Moratorium October
15. Students and teachers have
been encouraged to leave clas-
ses that day in protest of the
war,

MSU, participating in an or-
ganization of war protest
groups known as the New
Mobilization, is attempting to
support the protest in high
schools. Walkouts and pro-
tests will take place in high
schools throughout the state.

What action will be taken 3
Ramsey is uncertain, but Dav
indicates that leaflets may b
handed out.

Dave says that, while MSU
is not connected with any col-
lege radical organizations, itis
“trying to get in with the Col-
lege of Education at the Uni-
versity. After all, explains,
Dave, “if you want to change
education, you have to change
the teachers.”

Dave also hopes that teach-
ers at Ramsey will bring in
radical speakers such as draft
resistor David Pence who was
at Ramsey last year.

“The administration here is
probably a little more liberal
than in many schools,” Dave
comments. “Here they don’t
get all hung up about the little
things. I’d say Ramsey is about
average for asuburban school.”

STUDENTS GAIN RIGHTS

D AP APV LI

An in-depth report

Student
Government

Where is it?

What is it?

- Students
split on govn't

One hundred and fifty studenfs at Ramsey were
ran domly polled on questions relative to student
government. These are the results:
I. Are you basically in agreement with Ramsey's
form of student government? YES 43% No 57%

2. Did you (gain-lose) respect for studeni lead-
ers during the teacher-board dispute? GAIN 26%
LOSE 68%

3. Should the student council becr ne involved
in political and/or social affairs outside Ramsey?

YES 50% NO 42%

4. Do you feel you will be represented on the
student council adequatley? YES 50% NO 42%
5. Do you feel the student council should have
more power in school policy and rule decisions?

YES 61% NO 39%

6. Do you feel that the process for selection of
S.C. Representatives should be changed? YES 44%
NO 55%

7. Do you understand the purpose of the Minnesota
Student Union? YES 33% NO 66%

8. Is there a need for a Minnesota Student Union at
Ramsey? YES 45% NO 55%

Kennedy

by Lynnette Olson

Blueprint Guest Writer

What would happen if students had
the right to over-ride an administra-
tive decision? What rulings would be
made if students had a voice in all
decisions concerning school policy?

The answers to these questions and
many more depend on what happens dur-
ing coming weeks at Kennedy Senior
High in Bloomington where a new stu-
dent constitution awaits ratification by
the student body.

“I believe that students have always
had the basic rights to the freedom of
speech, press, and dress that has been
granted them in the student constitu-
tion,® said Jon Bielinski, Kennedy sen-
ior, chairman of the constitution com-
mittee and writer of the constitution.
“The Student constitution merely de-
fines the meaning of the rights in re-
lation to the school situation,” he added.

The previous Student Senate was un-
organized and had no other power than
to suggest changes thev thought nec-
essary in school policy. But this year,
students want to change things.

“At the beginning of the year, sena-
tors from the varicus homerooms ex-
pressed a desire to increase the Sen-

seeks constitution

at’s power,” said Ann Casey, Senate
secretary, “They felt that in order
to justly represent the student body,
they needed the power to make their
voices heard. This was the foundation
on which the constitution was con-
structed.”

The constitution committee was made
up of seven to ten interested senators
and students. Reviewing the constitu-
tion of the previous year, they found it
lacking in many aspects. It vaguely
explained the purpose and goals of the
Senate. Statements were confusing and
sometimes contradictory.

The committee worked to write and
define the basic principles of the con-
stitution. It was then presented to the
Senate for discussion and possible re-
vision. “I was surprised to see so
many senators involved in the discus-
sion of the constitution. I think they
feel that it’s their constitution and want
to take part in its creation.” said Jon.

After the constitution had been revised
in the Senate, it went before the ad-
ministrative board,

“The administration asked many ques-
tions concerning the legality of the docu-
ment. We defended our beliefs by using
the structure of the Constitution of the
United States in comparison” commented
Jon. Several days after the adminis-
tration ratified the student constitution.

Jon explained it in this way: “we
have set up a system that is like an
automobile. The two main powers, the
administration and Student Senate work
together like gears. They are each
separate in themselves, yet must work to-
gether to achieve successful resuits. The
check and balance system serves as a
brake to limit the power of each in-
dividual branch specified in the student
constitution,” :

Students at Kennedy feel that the con-
stitution is a start in the struggle for
student rights and recognition. “It’s
hard to say what is the main goal of the
constitution, because we haven’t had the
chance to use it,” said Jon.

“I feel that it’s a media for meaning-
ful decision making. Students must
wake up to the fact that they are in-
dividuals who have the right to express
their opinions toward the system that
is sc much a part of their lives.”

“Our main goal is to get kids involved
in student government. We hope to
expose kids to the situation that they will
face when they become adults,” said Jon.

‘We want the constitution to be a
strong basis on which all decisions will
be made. We want students to feel the
constitution is protecting their rights,
and will make fair and meaningful de-
cisions, concerning any student
problem.”



